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New Food Administration Body Announced
The Government recently announced that a new Food Administration Authority will be set up attached to MAF.

At present, the Ministry of Health is responsible for administering the regulations covering the safety of food sold in New Zealand, while
MAF is responsible for primary production and food for export. The new authority will integrate those functions within a semi-autono-
mous body attached to MAF.

“We are really pleased to have this opportunity to create a food safety programme that meets the needs of New Zealand consumers and
producers as well as those of our overseas trading partners,” says Andrew McKenzie, the current Group Director of the MAF Food
Assurance Authority.

“At a time of increasing emphasis on food safety everywhere, the new agency has the potential to become a model for the rest of the
world,” he says.

MAF works with Chinese Forestry Administration

Dr McKenzie says MAF Food’s primary objective has always been ensuring the safety of New Zealand-
produced food. “Our focus, until now, has been on primary production up to the point of retail sale and
on exports,” he says. “The reputation of New Zealand’s primary produce and exported food is without
equal, and we are looking forward to using the expertise we have gained in some of the world’s most
discerning markets for all New Zealand food.”

MAF Food and the Ministry of Health have been working together for some time to integrate their
approach to food safety regulation. The transition to a new authority is expected to be a smooth one.

“The authority will bring together an impressive pool of expertise from both MAF and the health minis-
try,” says Dr McKenzie.

The agency will have its own Vote, a new Ministerial portfolio and an advisory board. A Food Implemen-
tation Team has been established to set up the new organisation, which is expected to be launched within
the next twelve months.

Acting Director-General of MAF, Larry Fergusson
and Mr Li Yucai, Vice Administrator, State Forestry
Administration for China sign the MOU

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry is cultivating a multi-billion
dollar timber market in China, with the recent signing of a Memorandum
of Understanding with the Chinese forestry administration.

The signing of the MOU established a Joint Forestry Commission between the two
countries, providing a formal vehicle for ensuring closer co-operation in forestry matters.
The Commission will promote collaboration in forestry science and technology, organise
exchanges of personnel, promoting an effective exchange of information, and provide a
framework under which specific forestry issues can be addressed such as sustainable
forest management, research, trade and market regulatory issues.

MAF’s Acting Director-General, Larry Fergusson, says there is enormous scope to
expand New Zealand’s forestry exports to China and the meeting with a top-level
delegation from China’s administration was a good opportunity to raise the profile of this
country’s product.

“China has a huge appetite for wood, with over 60 million cubic metres consumed each year,” says Mr Fergusson. “This includes over
20 million cubic metres of imports.

“New Zealand, however, exports only half a million cubic metres of wood to China – that’s only two percent of total forestry imports.
There is a huge opportunity there,” he says.

With China’s entry into the World Trade Organisation, tariffs on value added products are expected to decline sharply, creating further
opportunities for New Zealand.

And Mr Fergusson says New Zealand supply from planted forests is forecast to increase dramatically in the next three years. “We need
to find market opportunities for such a large increase in volume and China is one key market in need of developing.”




